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ROYINTE:N
New Zealand Holiday

By Colin Lu
After the end of schooling for 2006, my family and | went to New Zealand for a holiday.

New Zealand is very different from Australia despite some similarities in their economic and
social positions. It has a hill-dotted landscape, and its weather presents a greener environment
than most parts of Australia. No part of New Zealand is more than 128 kilometres from the coast.
There is a lot more rain and snow in New Zealand, which Australia definitely could use to
combat the many raging bushfires. As New Zealand is closer to the South Pole, it is colder than
Australia. | thought this meant less sunshine (which would be good, because | liked cloudy
weather), but in fact, sunshine levels and UV levels were very high.

Our journey to New Zealand lasted 18 days. In this time we travelled through and saw almost all
of New Zealand. We visited a truckload of attractions including amazing scenic drives, cruises
and walks around glaciers, mountains, many gardens and lakes. We also visited several museums,
a gondola, and a chocolate factory. My parents managed to catch up with some old friends too.
My three best experiences were the two boating cruises we went on, the Skyline Gondola, and the
Cadbury chocolate factory.

As far as | can remember, | had never been on a proper cruise before going to New Zealand. Now
I have been on two and the experience is great. New Zealand is made of two separate islands:
North Island and South Island. We took a cruise from Wellington to get to the South island. Our
ship was over nine storeys tall. It needed to be in order to sail though the Tasman’s turbulent seas.
| became seasick for the first time too, and experienced the incredible sea breeze on the top deck.
The winds at sea are incredibly strong—the wind literally blew a door open wide after | pushed it
out an inch...even with me holding on to it. As we cruised along | received a clear view of the
mountains and vast expanse of water. While many people simply watched a movie or found other
entertainments, | found it more productive to photograph the captivating environment, as usual.
The seats and breathing space given on a boat is much more pleasing than the meagre space and
air given to you when you are on an airplane, so | found it very comfortable sitting on the boat
eating a snack, midway through our journey. I quickly lost my seasickness, and as we approached
Picton on the South Island, we passed through an inlet surrounded with mountains that blocked
most of the wind from ravaging our roiling vessel. Looking around, | could see a bumpy sea of
both mountains and water, slowly disappearing into the horizon.

26



The windy Sea Mitre Peak at Milford Sound Amazing waterfalls at Milford Sound

We also booked a cruise to see the amazing “Milford Sound”. Our 4-deck ship sailed down the
calm Milford Lake system with ease. There was no turbulence or rocking whatsoever. The
weather was bright and partly cloudy with a cool breeze. We were provided with a close view of
snow-capped mountains over 2000m tall, waterfalls that appeared to come from the sky and we
even glimpsed some stunning sea creatures. As we travelled from the mouth of the river to the
sea, we learnt of the mountain landslides (which ripped all vegetation off the huge cliffs), marine
life, and seasonal waterfalls that recycled the water from the peaks into the river. We travelled so
close to the waterfalls that everyone on the bottom deck was soaked by the spray of the water.
Later, as we reached the end of the Milford sound and went back to the port, we saw a host of
new things. First, there was an entire school of dolphins surfacing next to our ship. As they
jumped around in the shallows near our ship, they still swam almost as fast our ship, always with
a flock of little birds swarming around them. I’d never seen dolphins before and I didn’t know
that they swam in reef-like environments. As we progressed onwards, |1 went down to the lower
decks and saw an army of seals entrenched on a big rock. As we approached another waterfall, |
myself went to the front of the ship...l was rewarded for this by getting soaking wet. As we
approached port, | took a break in the lower cabin while Dad spent $30 buying photos which |
had already taken myself for free.

In the town of Rotorua, near the centre of the North Island, famous for its Geothermal activity,
Pink and white terraces, Maori Heritage and fishing; my family and I rode the Skyline Gondola
up Rotorua’s tallest mountain. As we slowly ascended we could see the entire town and Lake
Rotorua. Once we were at the top of the 300 meter high gargantuan mountain, my brother James,
and I, went to the luge track. Luge is a very exciting activity. On a sled with brakes, you slide
down the mountain on a track. Luge is powered solely by gravity so the costs were fairly low. On
my first luge | stopped a few times and found it quite hard to adjust to luge (I even crashed once).
As | realised how to operate the luge | realised that it is like a Go-Kart, which I’m very good at
driving. Despite a bunch of misleading STOP or SLOW DOWN signs and a couple of people in
our way, James and | each did very well, overtaking many people on our first try. Neither of us
was injured. Mum and Dad both enjoyed sitting in the Cafeteria and watching us have a good
time. As they say: “If you’re having fun, then we’re having fun too”. The chairlift ride on the way
up out of the Luge again gave us a view of our surroundings akin to that which we experienced
on the Gondola. The sheer size of the mountain startled me even as | calmed down after the luge
ride at the same time. | could see the sheer cliff face we were actually riding down. If you fell off
the track, then you had a long way to fall....
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The stream, flowers, mountain My family at Rotoiti Lake The Cadbury Chocolate Factory
and me

Mum and Dad both were too scared to try the luge. | could understand why, but to be honest the
luge was a lot less dangerous than riding in a car. James and | both tried to persuade them but
they refused. We luged three times each, once on each of the three tracks: Scenic (Beginner track,
long and winding), Intermediate (average length with some obstacles. Hi-speed, big slopes), and
Advanced (short track, super speed, sharp turns and “The Big Dipper”, a huge slope).

Each one presented new fun, exciting experiences, complete with different perspectives to view
the mountain and town from. Afterwards, our family walked up the track to the summit of the
mountain. It was very peaceful, and no-one else came up so we had the whole view to ourselves.
After we ran back down the track, | checked out some other activities again. There was a
shooting range, “BUNGY” jump, and a few more exciting things to do. However, we just went
back down the Gondola. As we slowly came down, we glimpsed then sun setting on the horizon.

Another nice place we visited was the Cadbury Confectionary Co. Ltd. factory in Dunedin on the
East Coast of the South Island. It produced chocolates from simple ingredients, and then shipped
them to the rest of New Zealand. We went on a tour of the non-production part of the factory.
Full tours couldn’t run because the factory wasn’t fully operational near Christmas. The first part
of the tour was self-guided and started with some simple facts about chocolate presented in a
Q&A. We learnt the history of chocolate from the drinking chocolate of Spain all the way to
“breakthroughs” including the recipe for dairy milk chocolate. There were life-size moving
models of machines used to make chocolate and one of them even stirred real chocolate around.

The cocoa bean grows on trees and is the main ingredient of chocolate. There was a whole basket
full of free Cocoa beans in the self-guided tours and they really do smell like chocolate. They
look like sunflower seeds on the outside, except that they are much easier to crack. However, if
you don’t read the instructions (like my Dad didn’t), you may end up eating the Cocoa Husk,
which is supposed to be extremely bitter; instead of the Nib which is main part used in chocolate.

On the guided part of the tour, we watched a DVD, detailing the history of Cadbury and New
Zealand’s involvement in the history of chocolate. Then, due to the fact that the production
facility was not open, the DVD also detailed how Cadbury makes all of its different kinds of
chocolate. | found it very informative. Then we were notified of the sheer amount of milk and
Cocoa that the small Cadbury factory processed — almost 2 kilotons, a huge amount. Then our
guide explained how each ingredient was mixed, processed, and split to make “Dairy Milk”, Dark,
“Energy”, and “Dream” chocolates. | have to note that the “Energy” name is misleading. |
checked afterwards in the store and found out that it had less energy and carbohydrates than
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“Dairy Milk” or normal dark chocolates. We finished off the tour observing the world’s only
chocolate waterfall. The noise and splash from it was crazy.

In the Cadbury store, we bought an entire block of dairy milk chocolate. The visit to the Cadbury
Confectionery Co. Ltd. factory showed me just how much Cadbury influenced the confectionery
world (even though the tour was probably biased quite a lot)

These three experiences are not the only things | did on holiday. They are just the tip of the
iceberg, and | saw many amazing things in New Zealand that are truly once or twice in a lifetime
experiences. We saw a new country, and it was spectacular. Its lush green forests, huge freezing
glaciers, and adventuring tourist attractions make it a unique place.

Our New Zealand holiday was great...for a holiday. But although it relaxed us, | find that it is
always good to come back home, wherever home may be.
(Note: Colin Lu is Guojun Lu’s son.)

The Grampians Trip
Andy Cao (7 years old) # Z 11
BER KT8 B
A AR ¢
24/12/06

From 9:00am-10:30 from Melbourne to Ballarat and it was 100.10 kilometers. We stopped at
Ballarat.

From 10:30-11:30 from Ballarat to Ararat.

From 11:30-1:00 from Ararat to Halls Gap (Mum’s first time to drive for 4 hours).

From 1-5pm we played games.

From 5-6 o’clock I helped out of making dumplings.

(Joke: Why is a dumpling dumb? Because dumpling!)

From 7:00-11:00pm it was a Christmas party. | played guitar while Robert, James and George
helped out singing the Christmas carols.

25/12/06(Christmas Day)

From 7:00-10:00 we had breakfast.

From 10:00-noon we went bushwalking (My first time of bushwalking).
From 12:00-6:45 we played games (My first time to play table tennis).
From 7-7:30pm we had dinner. (B 5K 2B 51T T —K)

From 8-10pm we played games.

26/12/06
From 7:30-8:30 we had breakfast.
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From 9:00am-4:00pm we went to McKenzie falls.
From 5:30-6:00 we had a play.

From 6:00-7:00 we had dinner. (JEif 25 i 21 KA IR 52 SLUFIZ R S)
From 7:00-9:00pm my mum and | organized and played Musical Statue and Musical Chairs.
From 9:00-11:00pm we had a play as well.

27/12/06

From 9:00-9:30 we had breakfast.

From 9:30-10:00 photos.

From 10:00-12:00 we drove from Halls Gap to Ballarat.

From 12:00-12:30 we had lunch at McDonalds. | had a cheeseburger and a Fanta.

From 12:00-4:00 we drove to Ballarat Wildlife Park and we got to feed Kangaroos (and a little
joey - a baby Kangaroo), a Emu and pelicans.

From 4:00-5:25 from Ballarat-Melbourne (home). (24 B iE)

We did not have enough playtime at all!
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The Grampians Trip Dairy
James Xu

Day1: Saturday 23rd December 2006

In the morning at 10:00am my family and I left home to go to Emily’s house because we wanted
to go together. We wrote down each other’s number plates to help us to catch up on the way.

On the way we went to the Eureka Information Centre to find out some interesting places to go.
We decided go to the Chinese Museum after lunch. There was a playground next to Eureka
Information Centre. | played there with my friends for a while. We had Mc Donalds for lunch.

At the Chinese Museum we watched a movie which talked about the history of how the Chinese
people discovered gold in Ararat. The story started in 1850. 700 people came at the start. At the
peak time there were over 20,000 Chinese people there. Ararat is the only town founded by
Chinese people in Australia. Now a Chinese Museum was built there to record that history. The
Chinese Museum shows the heritage.

We tried to find gold in a pond to experience discovering gold. At the end my dad bought me
some old Chinese coins. There is a square hole in the middle of the coin.

Later we arrived at the Tandara camp site which was the place we stayed. Our room number was
7. There were two bunk beds. My room was next to Roberto.

When George and Denton arrived around 5:00pm we played cricket. When Roberto bowled he
went crazy because he smashed the ball on the ground. I got the highest number of runs which
was 15. Then I played ping pong with Roberto. Roberto taught me new strategies. After that |
played ping pong better.
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Around 6:30 pm all of the people had a big dinner together. All the foods were put on a big table.
I liked the vegetables and the minced meat. After dinner we played a game which involved racing
with a ping pong ball on a spoon or a ping pong racket. | came 4th in the race.

Day 2: Monday 24th December 2006

When | got up in the morning | washed my face and brushed my teeth. | went to the dinnng room
and ate porridge, meat, damper and egg. George, Roberto and Denton think that my toddler
brother Jayden is funny when he eats.

After breakfast we went to the top of the Grampian Mountain to see ponds and beautiful views.
There was a tower on top of the mountains for fire watch. This year there were some terrible bush
fires that damaged the trees. Later, some people went to see the waterfalls. But some people
decided to go back to the camp site. | also went back with them, because my legs were starting to
get sore from walking so long.

When we went back, | played ping pong with Roberto. Roberto and | also played on our
gameboys. Roberto was playing Pokemon and | was playing Dragonballgt?

At dinner time we saw some kangaroos having a race. The medium size red kangaroo was the
fastest and the second was a small red kangaroo. After everyone finished dinner George, Roberto,
Andy and | sang some Christmas songs because today was Christmas Eve. We got some
chocolate at the end and | was really happy.

Day 3: 25th December 2006
Today is Christmas day. | said Merry Christmas to most of the people that | saw.

At 10:15am Dad and | went for a walk with some people. We walked around 2.7km there and
back. When walking | crossed a bridge and some logs. The bridge that | walked passed was
Delleys Bridge. It was made in 1870 but half was destroyed later. Then people build it again. As
there was quite heavy rain today, our clothes got very wet.

At night time we got to play a game YaBaChuanHua . We had to guess what the other people

were acting. | got it correct but some of the people got it wrong. The thing that | acted was
basketball.
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Day 4: 26th December 2006

Today is Boxing Day and I’m going to climb the mountains. When we were walking through the
bush we saw some burnt bushes and rocks. We had to walk 4.1 kms to the peak and back to the
camp site. | was the first one to go to the top. | saw Tandara camp site where we lived, from the
top of the mountain.

Today Denton, George, Roberto and | also played tiggy. Denton kept hiding under the grass
because it was very dark. It was very hard to find him. After tiggy we played cheat and | came
5th.

Day 5: 27th December 2006

It’s time to go home. We left in the morning after we did tidying up. On the way home, we went
to the Wild Animal Park in the afternoon. | got to feed the kangaroos and emus. | gave the bag of
food to a kangaroo because it snatched it out of my hand. The kangaroo nearly scratched my head
when it saw the food. The emus nearly chased me but | managed to run away.

We arrived home at dinner time. This is the best camp | have ever been to.

Hightlights of Grampian trip

James Xu

The food:

| liked the pasta best because there was minced meat and tomato sauce. | also liked the Korean
barbeque because my Dad cooked it and it had meat and onion. The dumplings were really good
because there were two flavours and there were a lot.

The people:

Andy, Denton, George and Roberto are friends that | played with. Andy was kind because he let
me play cricket. Denton and George were kind as well because they gave me Coca-Cola Zero
and let me play cheat and cricket. Roberto is funny and let me see his gameboys and play chess.

The activities:

The best activities that | did were Tiggy, cricket, climbing the mountain, YaBaChuanHua and
musical statues. | like playing tiggy because | got to play it at night time when it’s much more
scary and dark. Cricket is fun because | like batting and scoring runs. Climbing the mountains
was fun when we helped each other and got to see the beautiful views. YaBaChuanHua was fun
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because you guessed and acted. Musical statues was great because |1 won and | liked listening to
the music.
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