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Difference of Education Between Australia and Singapore
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Between the many differences of Australia
and Singapore, one of the most important is
the way of education in Primary and
Secondary Schools. The reason for this,
especially in Primary schools, 1is that during
those years, children create the base of
knowledge, which they will need in further
education.

In Australia,
relaxed,
pace, concentrating much on socializing,
extra-curricular  activities and  sports.
Homework is usually no more than a few
sheets of paper a week, allowing more time
for children to do what they like.

the style of teaching is more
letting children learn at a slower



In Singapore however , school almost
completely revolves around academic subjects
(English, Science, Mathematics, Mother
Tongue and Higher Mother Tongue for
“Stream1”). Every year, there are at least
two tests in Primary Schools and an end-of-
year examination in Secondary schools.

From Year 3 onwards, children are placed in
classes according to their exam results from
the year before. At the end of Year 4, an
important examination is taken and children
are placed in the “Streams” according to their
results. Those in “Stream 1”7 learning more
than those in “Stream 2” and “Stream 3.

At the end of Year 6, everyone takes part in
a nationwide exam. After the results come
out, schools are selected and they enter the
schools of their choice as long as their marks
are above the cut-off point.

Both ways of teaching have their own good
and bad points. The Australian way allows
children to develop their talents in other

areas, besides academic things, thus the
academic area is sometimes neglected.

However, in Singapore, gifts in the arts or
in sports are not so important as good brains
and a will to work hard. Those in the “good”
classes are given much homework (on the
average 40 pages a day) and pressured by
teachers, parents and even themselves to do
well in exams. Although this way of teaching
gives those who can do well in academic
subjects a push, it also tends to leave
everyone feeling quite stressed.

What do you think? Which way of education
is better? Or do you think that both countries
can alter their ways a little to improve things?
I leave that choice to you.

[Fih& RiEEE]

Life without CPCA
H=T

Dear Editor:

When you receive this email, you will feel a [ittle
disappointed. I promised to write an article for the
10* Anniversary of CPCA, instead I am writing a
letter to you to seeR your forgiveness.

You must think I cannot make it this time because of
all the familiar reasons and excuses. But this time,
my absence is actually quite reasonable (and
understandable). Since I received your request to
write something for this important occasion, I was

extremely happy and excited. Immediately, I came
up with the title of the article “Life without CPCA".
However, every time I finished typing the title, I
simply could not continue. It is just too depressing to

write Life without CPCA. From time to time, I
have been asked questions from my CPCA fellows
such as “How is life THERE?” with a sense of
puzzlement. I have been a member of CPCA since it
was launched 10 years ago, how could I have left
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CPCA after so many years? My standard answer is
always "it's OK, LA" ‘La’ is probably the most
wonderful contribution of Singaporean to the
contemporary English language. Depending on how
you say it and how long you say it for, ‘La’ can
accurately express the feeling of happiness, sadnes,
depression or even desperation. Fortunately, —my
CPCA friends may have not yet completely mastered
the linguistic significance of ‘La’. Otherwise, I
really do not Rnow how to handle the flow of
sympathy.

The truth is, life without CPCA is quite depressing.
When I was part of CPCA,  life was very carefree.
My family had grown under the CPCA spell. You
did not need to worry about how to spend the
weekend and holidays in this foreign soil. There is
always a BBQ party or gathering at some member’s
or their friend’s backyard. All you need to do is turn
up with a smile and say the magic word ‘CPCA’.



Whenever you drive along the Princes Highway, into the always-crowded shopping centers and

you may not be able to ignore the excitement and watch or be watched. I have so many things to say
debating (in Chinese) coming from a church near and to tell you, but the feeling of depression (all
Monash University. We always have such a good because of this TITLE) is so overwhelming. It is the
time during Public Holidays that includes fun games same problem since I start trying to write the article
and activities, and of course, a variety of delicious for CPCA. At the end,  the best I can do is to wish
food. We almost forget that we still have to go back, CPCA- my beloved organisation- a happy birthday!
to reality the next day and face another day of after-

ﬁoﬁday-[i[ue. In Singapor’e, we are wor@ng 5 (171({ ]lang San @lng —a C@Cﬁ mem6er ln Singapore

half days. This actually maRes me feel better as I

only need to worry about one day. I can on@ envy ®S. For anyone who might think, of leaving CPCA
you now as we do not have a backyard and it is too for whatever reason, my advice is please do not do it
hot to have BBQ. I can only wish that CPCA’s spell and do not even think about it.

could work_here. The best pastime here is to squeeze

= J\ﬁi;ﬁ“-ﬂj 71 l_*
Edited and written by 5 &1l

As one of the early editors of Rainbow, | Rainbow editors to tell us more about
was given the difficult, yet delightful task their individual achievements, so we all
of writing this article. Delightful, because become more aware of each other’s
it is a great pleasure to understand more endeavours, expand our opportunities to
details of our member’'s achievements, learn from each other, and become more
but difficult, because they are all so proud of our club.
humble and often refuse to acknowledge . . ) ) ]
their own achievements despite the fact This article is based on interviews
that their work has won accolades from conducted by myself, and in many
and appreciation by their international cases, thanks to the interviewees, they
colleagues in their respective fields. even wrote sections for me. So here are
also my thanks to them. Also ,
One can be rightly proud of the fact that regrettably, not all of the intended
our members represent the finest of interviewees could be reached. Some of
talents that the Chinese community has them have moved or returned overseas.
to offer to this great country. This article
attempts to illustrate a few outstanding T 3G B0 e N e IR H 25 B4 i h
examples of excellence that our members EAEAKE, N A BRAE, A g
have shown. The truth is that all our b, R T IR A . L JE AR
members have scored  significant B, st R B Sr. tkAh, I
achievements in their respective fields of . XA ARPERR S, MRS L.

endeavour. Perhaps our members will be
encouraged to come forward to the
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ffi%:# (Wu Dongyang)
Senior Principal Research Scientist,

Team Leader at CSIRO Division of

Manufacturing and Infrastructure Technology

Dongyang, graduated in 1986 from Chemistry
Department of Zhongshan University (9 111K
). In 1987, she went to the French
National Research Center (CNRS) in
Alsace , to study for her PhD degree in

Physical Chemistry.

Dongyang obtained her PhD in May 1991. By
this time, she was already an internationally
well-known scientist in her field of adhesion
and surface treatment of polymers. She was
offered a position with CSIRO, and came to
Australia in June 1991. In fact, CSIRO was so
keen on her talent, that they offered her the
position before she completed her PhD

degree, then kept the position vacant for six
months, until she completed her degree. At
that time, she didn't even speak a single

word of English, and all the conversation
had to be handled by her professor, who
was much like a fatherly figure to her.

CSIRO certainly was well rewarded for their
wise decision and sheer persistence. Since
joining CSIRO, she has been granted
numerous patents in the areas of surface
treatment and new materials. In 1998, she
established her own team, leading a total of
12 scientists to work on the development of
new polymer composites and nanomaterials.
Their patented technology platforms have
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fiiEZ (Lu Guojun)
Associate Professor, Head of School,
Technology, Monash University

Guojun came from Wuxi (YL#JG#) » the land
of fish and rice. He graduated from the
Department of Wireless Electronics, Nanjing
Institute of Technology (Fd &t I 2% Bt JC 28 H
%) , mnow South-Eastern University (ZRF§ K
2#) in 1984. He then went to England to study for
his PhD degree in Electronics at Loughborough
University, specialising in multimedia
communications. Shortly after obtaining his PhD
degree in 1990, he moved to Singapore to join
the School of Information Systems and Computer
Science of National University of Singapore. In
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been applied to many material processing
areas and industries such as: painting of
bumper bars and bonding of automotive
components , packaging (treatment of
polymer films before printing), recycling of
car tyres into high-value products, fire
resistant nanomaterials for aircraft internal

components and impact resistant
nanocomposites  for aircraft  structural
applications, wood-plastic composites for

building and transport applications. These
are just a few examples. Currently, her
team has won several contracts from major
international companies such Boeing and
Brambles, with values totaling over 2.5
million dollars. The CEO of Brambles even
paid a visit to her laboratory. Her team won
1998 Australian Technology Award (The
Judging Panel highly Commends). She
herself also won CSIRO Award for
Excellence in Science in 1998.

Dongyang is particularly proud that her
team's work is well recognized and strongly
supported by the industry. As well as
achieving scientific excellence at CSIRO,

she has demonstrated her brilliant leadership
skills. She is not only respected, but also
well loved by her tightly knit team and
colleagues.

Gippsland School of Computing and Information

1994 he and his family decided to move to this
land of kangaroos. He briefly joined Deakin
University, before = moving to  Monash
University, Gippsland Campus, where he has
been teaching ever since.

When Guojun arrived in Melbourne in October
1994, CPCA was able to offer him some
settling-in assistance. Through the introduction of
Liu Huan (XJ¥X) , CPCA’s founding committee
member and our first Rainbow editor, he got in
contact with Shu Deming (%7#%8]) and Shi Hao



(itiys) ,  who very kindly invited him to stay in
their home for more than a week.

Goujun has already published two books.
“Communication and Computing for Distributed
Multimedia Systems” and “Multimedia Database
Management Systems”. Guojun is the sole author
of both books, and the first book is now widely
used as textbook in many universities.
Naturally, Guojun has published many articles
(~70) in many scientific journals. His research
effort is concentrated on content-based image
retrieval. In layman’s terms, it is about finding
images based on specifications of likeness.

The technology area that Guojun’s work addresses
has great potential for commercial application.
One can easily imagine, for example, in the
case of national security, that the ability to
search a photo database based on an identikit
drawing would be of great assistance to police in
finding suspects and criminals. Over the years,

Guojun and his students have developed many
experimental systems to validate his theories. It
now only needs an enterprising businessman to
turn them into successful commercial applications.

Recently, Guojun has been promoted to become
the head of the Gippsland School of Computing
and Information Technology (GSCIT). The school
is located at the Gippsland Campus, one of the
six campuses of Monash University in Victoria.
The school has 30 staff members and teaches over
850 full-time equivalent students. It offers a
bachelor degree ,  three master degrees by
course , one master by research and doctorate
degree. Guojun has already had two students
obtaining their PhD degree under his wings, and
a further six are still being hatched.

Guojun is a humble man and likes to say that he is
lucky, but the truth is that all his achievements
are due to his brilliant mind, his inspiration to
his students and his own hard work.
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S48 (Shi Heling)
Associate Professor, Deputy Head
Research, Monash University

S, 1994 SEIRTGL VT R I AN, M
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B RX#H (Gao Dachao)
Principal Research Scientist,

Gao Dachao graduated from the Department of
Physics of Jilin University ( ZF KX F Y F) in
1975. He worked at the Changchun Institute of
Physics of Academia Sinica (LS K PET)
after his graduation. In 1986 he went to
Manchester University, England as a visiting
fellow. Dachao came to Australia in 1988 to join
CSIRO. In 1990, he started pursuing his PhD
degree at RMIT, completing the degree in 1993.

For many years, Dachao has been concentrating
his research effort on the development of x-ray
phase contrast imaging technology. Phase-
contrast imaging is a critical technology in many
high-technology processing applications, in
particular in the photolithographic processing of
semiconductors into integrated circuits. Through
the use of such technologies, the semiconductor
industry has been able to produce structures much
smaller than the wavelength of the light used.
Howeve, as relentless increase of integrated
circuit density marched on, existing light sources
prove to be inadequate, and many researchers
started  focusing on  the potential of
monochromatic  radiation  produced by a
synchrotron. ~ However, synchrotron is very
expensive to build and operate, whereas common

CSIRO

x-ray radiation is readily available at very low
costs.

Over the years, Dachao has produced many
scientific articles published in leading scientific
Jjournals. In 1996, his work on “Phase-Contrast
Imaging using Polychromatic Hard X-rays” was
published in the prestigious and authoritative
Nature magazine.

In 1998, his years of hard work have finally
brought public recognition. His team was
awarded the 98 CSIRO Medal for their break-
through research on x-ray phase contrast imaging
technology. Dachao can be justifiably proud of
the leading role he has played in the experimental
research and the fruition of this technology.
Using this new technology, high-resolution phase
contrast imaging can be obtained using
conventional, non-monochromatic laboratory x-
ray machines. The new invention and development
has changed the hundred-year old history of using
absorption as the only means of producing x-ray
images, and opens the way for the widespread
usage of x-ray sources in science and industries
alike.
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f2—E (Cheng Yibing)

Reader, School of Physics and Materials Engineering, Monash University

It was the year of 1978, when in the Department of Materials
Yibing Cheng (F#—f%) graduated from Engineering at the University.
Wuhan Institute of Building Yibing moved with spirit of the
Materials (R W &M 2F). It was a time , and 1in 1980 enrolled %n
memorable year, as I remember. It Maétersl program at h.ls
was the year when economic reform UnlverSLIty ’ and complgted his
was officially launched in China. degree in 1983. He continued to

For his academic excellence ,
Yibing was retained as a teacher
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teach at his Alma Mater.



Then in 1985, the winds of change
suddenly called him up to go to
the University of Newcastle upon
Tyne 1in England. His thirst for
academic excellence led him to
start his PhD degree there. He
was awarded his PhD degree in
1988 and continued to work as a
post-doctoral fellow at the
University for a further three
In 1991, he arrived 1in

Melbourne Australia,
his new journey
University.

years.

and started
with Monash

Yibing pioneered research in
modern ceramic materials. Through
his work with CRC (Commonwealth
Government 1initiated program of
Collaborative Research Centres)
on ceramic polymer composites, he
developed a new class of fire-
resistance polymer materials.
These miraculous materials look
and feel 1like polymers and can

easily be processed like polymers.

However , should they encounter
the fire would transform
into fire-resistant ceramic
and thus stopping the
fires. Such

values 1in

fire,
them
materials,
further spread of

materials have great

modern industrial applications ,

such as aerospace and building.
Yibing and his collaborators hold
two patents for the inventions in
this area. A particular
application that can save peoples
lives in cases of house fires 1is
its use 1in electrical insulation.

The technology was licensed by a
Cable Company and has been in
production recently.

More recently, Yibing was granted
a special overseas researcher’s
fund in China (" RIBCHEAMAN H 25 AL 4)
which he used in cooperation with
Shanghai Institute of Ceramics (*
B Be bk R B T) to develop a

technology using blast-furnace
slag from iron smelting to
produce high-quality advanced
wear and corrosion resistant
ceramics. BaoSteel ( % # ) is
preparing for pilot production
using this technology.

As well as being a reader

(associate professor) at Monash
University » Yibing 1is also a
visiting professor at the

prestigious Tsinghua University (&
#© X % ) , Wuhan University of
Technology (HIX¥ T K?#) and Shanghai
Institute of ceramics (HFRIE LHEFHERR
W5 PT). Over the years, Yibing
has supervised many PhD students
(8 PhD graduates, 5 candidates).
5 Postdoctoral fellows had worked
under his leadership,

are currently 3 such
still working with him.

and there
fellows

Together
with the students and colleagues,

he has published more than 160
research papers in international
journals and conference
proceedings.
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4% (Yu Long)

Senior Scientist,

Yu Long (4> came from the heartland
of the Chinese Civilisation. He graduated
from the South China University of
Technology (£ T K%) in Guangzhou
in 1982, majoring in polymer materials.
He then joined the Henan Chemistry
Research Institute Giegfk2#w5t91) and
worked there for a considerable period of
time. In 1988, he came to Australia as a
visiting fellow at the Department of
Chemistry at RMIT. In 1990 he obtained
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CSIRO - Division of Manufacture and Infrastructure

two scholarships to study for his PhD
degree at Monash University. By late
1992, he had completed his degree in
record time.

After obtaining his PhD degree, Yu
Long worked briefly as Research and
Development Manager for a company
called Thermo-Rite. But his preference for
serious research work brought him to
CRC (Collaborative Research Centres)



for Polymers. In 1996 Yu Long joined
CSIRO Division of Materials Science,
now renamed to be Division of
Manufacture and Infrastructure. Yu
Long’s main research focus has initially
been polymer composites, later shifting
towards environment-friendly  polymer
materials. Yu Long is a recipient of
selected Fellowship of RACI (Royal
Australian Chemical Institute).

Yu Long’s invention of starch-based
biodegradable  polymer has major
economic  significance in  today’s

environment-aware age. A patent has
been granted for this invention. All the
mainstream media in Australia, including
all  major newspapers, radio and
television stations, seized upon the
significance of this invention by reporting
this breakthrough technology. It is
estimated that these environmentally
friendly materials have a potential market
of 6 billion dollars annually. In 1999, it
won the CRC Achievement Award; again
in 2002 it won the CRC Technical
Transition Award.

Starch-based polymers would normally
degrade within seven days of its
exposure to nature. With special
treatment, this period can be extended

to about 30 days. Since it is a polymer,
all the existing processing technologies
can be applied, which is a major
economic positive. Its main application is
one-way packaging materials and daily
household items. The technology is
currently being commercialised by a
dedicated, venture capital funded
company Plantic. Soon, the problem of
diminishing availability of landfill sites will
no longer be with us, as our rubbish will
return to its former nature within days
after disposal.

Yu Long’s other innovations include the
patented core-shell composite material
where inorganic particles are wrapped in
an elastomer polymer shell. This type of
composites improves both toughness and
stiffness. It can easily be produced using
a process called “reactive extrusion”. This
technology has been used in vehicle
industry to produce car-bumpers.
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JA & (Zhou Wanlei)
Professor,
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School of Information Technology,
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XBE¥ (Liu Xiaoling)

General Manager - Bell Bay Operations,

Liu  Xiaoling graduated from the
Department of Metallurgy at Chongqing
University. Before she studied there ,

she spent three years in the countryside
as a peasant during the “Cultural
Revolution”. The arduous life in the
countryside  helped to mould her
character of  perseverance and
determination.  After  her  university
education, she went to Imperial College
of Science, Technology and Medicine in
London to pursue her Ph.D degree. Three
years later, she was employed as a
Post-doctorial Research Fellow in City
University in London. In 1988, Liu
Xiaoling joined Comalco Research Centre
in Melbourne to work as a Senior
Research Scientist. She has since
performed in the roles of a Research
Manager, Operations Manager, General
Manager Technical and is currently the
General Manager Operations for one of
the three smelters of Comalco Aluminium
Limited. =~ For  her excellence in
achievement at the Comalco Research
Centre, she won the Award for 1997
Outstanding Woman of the Year in Non-
Traditional Area. A feature article
highlighting  her  achievement  was
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Comalco Aluminium Limited

published in The Australian newspaper
on 5 May 1997 to coincide with the Award.

The character formed in her early years in
Sichuan countryside has been driving Liu
Xiaoling to seek challenges and to
succeed. In 1998, with family she left
Melbourne where they had lived for 10
years for Central Queensland to work as
an operations manager in Comalco's
Boyne Smelters. In two years, she turned
a problematic production into a highly
successful operation and won
tremendous respect from workers and her
peers. In 2001, she moved from Boyne
Smelters to Comalco Headquarters in
Brisbane to assume the role of General
Manager Technical.

Recently, Liu Xiaoling was appointed by
Comalco to head its operations at the Bell
Bay Smelter in Tasmania. Her new role in
Bell Bay was promptly covered by the
Examiner newspaper in Launceston. Her
goal is to transform this relatively old
plant into a Ilow-cost producer of
aluminium by raising production levels
and improving all aspects of the plant. We
have every reason to anticipate another
career success from Liu Xiaoling.

L’y-‘
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4N (Yu Huagang)

Corporate Fellow,

Yu Huagang (4 # W|) graduated from
Mechanical Engineering Department (II) of
the Huazhong University of Science and
Technology (#EHh¥ET K%, W AR K
in 1982. Following graduation, he further
enrolled into the Masters degree course at the
same university. In 1985 he graduated with
his Masters degree in computer-aided design
and engineering (CAE/CAD). His talent was
appreciated by the university and he was
retained for a teaching position. Ever so
restless in his pursuit of knowledge, he
started working towards his PhD degree while
he was teaching at the same time. In 1989 he
completed his PhD degree. Hethen elected to
continue his teaching career. In 1991
Huagang was awarded the title of “PhD of
Excellence” (it 58t ok i) v [ 2o 3K
#3#) by the Education Commission (1 [H#%)
and State Council’s Academic Titles
Commission (4Bt #0231 43) .

His research work in China had attracted
international  attention. In 1990, both
Moldflow Corporation and a US company
Advanced CAE Technology offered him jobs
and he elected to come to Australia as an
employer-sponsored immigrant. Moldflow is
an US-listed  technology company,
specializing in the development of injection-
molding analysis and simulation systems.
These systems are used by manufacturers, big
and small, to ensure that the moulds designed
for the injection molding forming of plastic
parts will conform to quality specifications,
and not lose their dimensions due to uneven
shrinkage etc. Users of Moldflow’s
technologies include all major automotive
manufacturers. It is almost a certainty, that
the plastic parts in your car had been designed
with the help of MoldFlow’s technologies.

He started working at Moldflow as a senior
research  engineer, focusing on the
development of new numerical simulation
concepts for injection molding. Based on his
work on fibre orientation in plastics during

Moldflow Corporation
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injection molding forming process, he
transformed a  previously slow and
cumbersome modeling technology and
increased its speed by a factor of 40 times,
making the modeling and simulation process
to become near real-time. He then focused on
cooling analysis and optimized temperature
distribution in mould design, an effort that
contributed to reduce cycle time and hence
higher production output. Using boundary
element method (similar to finite element
methods, but applied on 2D interfaces) ,
he pioneered a technology that performs
automatic middle-plan generation,
transforming any 3D geometry into 22D
geometry to perform simulation. His
invention of dual-domain analysis technology
has changed the way plastic parts and molds
are analyzed and optimized. This technology
eliminates the complex and time-consuming
mesh preparation step, arguably the biggest
limitation to perform in-depth analysis. It is
solids-based so engineers can apply
simulation technology in the preliminary
stages of both part design and mold design.
This innovation won the Top 25 Technology
of the Year Award in Business Weekly
magazine in the US in 1997.

Yu Huagang’s latest endeavour is in hybrid
3D simulation (a simulation that combines
real 3D and 2D shell-domains). This new
technology radically improves the precision
of moulds, and avoids the formation of
defects such as dimensional inaccuracy,
internal stress etc due to poor mould design. It
dramatically improves the success rate in
designing precision plastic parts, like those
used in mobile phone handsets.

Yu Huagang currently holds the position of a
Fellow in Moldflow, which is the highest
possible technical position in Moldflow
Corporation.
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E¥& (Lu Bin)
Manager - New Markets,
State Government of Victoria
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MR (Zhao Xiao Lin)
Professor, Deputy Head,

There were three turning points in Zhao Xiao
Lin's life so far. The first one was 1980 when
he left his hometown (Ya-an, Sichuan
Province) at an age of 16 for Shanghai where
he obtained his Bachelor and Master degrees
in Mechanical Engineering from Shanghai
Jiao-Tong University. The second turning
point was 1988 when Xiao Lin left Shanghai
for Sydney with $50 in his pocket. He
completed his PhD in Civil Engineering in
1992 at The University of Sydney followed by
two years postdoctoral research there. The
third turning point was December 1994 when
Xiao Lin joined Monash University as an
Assistant Lecturer. In less than 7 years
working at Monash University, he became a
full professor in November 2001 at an age of
37.

Xiao Lin's research interest lies in steel tubes
that are widely used in high-rise buildings,
stadiums, airports, communication tower,
bridges and vehicles. He has a distinguished
and internationally recognised track record for
research in Steel Tubular Structures under
various loads such as static, fatigue,
vibration, earthquake, fire and impact. He has
published 3 edited books and more than 120
international journal and conference papers.
He has a strong history of attracting research
funds through competitive grants and industry
funding with a total of $3 million, including 4
ARC Large Grants and one ARC Linkage
Infrastructure Grant. In the last 7 years he
supervised 8 PhD (3 awarded), 4 Master (all
awarded) students, 25 final year students,
and one post-doctoral fellow.

Xiao Lin received the 1995 Engineering
Excellence Award from the Institution of

Department of Civil Engineering,
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Monash University

Engineers, Australia - Sydney Division. He
was awarded the Alexander von Humboldt
Fellowship in Germany in 1997 and the JSPS
(Japan Society for the Promotion of Science)
Invitation Fellowship (long-term) in 2002. He
is an Adjunct Professor at Harbin University
of Civil Engineering and Architecture and an
Honorary Professor at Fuzhou University.
Xiao Lin is now chairing the IIW (International
Institute of Welding) Commission XV-E on
Tubular Structures. He has been chairing the
Australian/New Zealand Standards Com-
mittee CS/23 since 1998.

Xiao Lin was on the International Advisory
Committees for 10 international conferences.
He has given keynote/invited speeches at 5
international conferences. He is a member of
the Editorial Board for International Journal of
Thin-Walled Structures and International
Journal of Structural Stability and Dynamics.
He was a Guest Editor for a special issue in 3
International Journals. He has reviewed
papers for 10 different international journals
and numerous international conferences.

Many of his research findings in steel tubular
structures were incorporated in various
design codes in Australia, America and UK.
His book on Fatigue Design of Tubular Joints
is now available in English, French, German
and Spanish. It has been widely referenced in
Australia, South East Asia, UK and Europe.
He has played a leading role in drafting the
ISO-14347 Standard for Fatigue of Welded
Tubular Joints, which will form the basis for
various national design codes on fatigue
design.
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Huang Yuhang (¥ 3#ii), Proprietor and Sales Manager, Digicor Pty Ltd

Huang Yuhang (¥ 5fii) was born in Beijing,
but it was another ancient Capital City in the
south that had some decisive influences on his
life and career. In 1980, Yuhang enrolled into
Zhejiang University in Hangzhou to study in
the Department of Electronics Engineering.
When he graduated in 1984, he returned to
Beijing to work at the Beijing Library as a
research officer, to mainly research the
comtemporary development of science and
technology in the world, and to recommend
and select scientific publications for the
library to acquire.

In 1988, he came to Australia as an exchange
fellow at the Library of the Australian
National University in Canberra. In 1989, he
further enrolled into Swimburne University to
broaden his skills in computing, gaining a
graduate diploma degree in computer science.
While he was studying, he supported himself
through work at a textile fashion design
house, as a coordination manager. At the
design house he came into contact with the
world of business. As it so happened, it was
this combination of interest in information
technology and business, that would later lead
to Yuhang choosing to establish himself in the
business of computer technology wholesaling.

By the time he completed his degree at
Swimburne, he already had a firm idea of
going into business. So in 1995 he chose to
enroll at RMIT to study finance to further
increase his understanding of business. In
1997, he graduated from RMIT with a
Masters degree in Finance, and was planning
to go to Hong Kong or Singapore in search of
business opportunities.

As chance would have it, before he went, he
met some old friends from his Swimburne
University days. One of them already had a
thriving computer retailing business at the
time, but was keen to expand further. So
Yuhang and him formed a partnership to start
a new business to import and then wholesale
computer components. They named the
business "Digicor".
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When they started, Digicor had only 5 people.
They started with hardware importing, such as
computer cases. However, in 1997, generic
PC business was already in slow decline, due
to the discounting tactics of big brands such
as Compaq and Dell. They quickly find a
need to adapt to the new situation, adopting a
more niche-based strategy. Six months later,
the company was well established in the niche
market of networking systems. Three years
later, the company was in a position to expand
geographically, establishing a branch sales
office in Sydney. Today, Digicor employs a
total of 17 people.

When asked why he decided to go into
business, Yuhang said he values the
opportunity of being able to realise his own
ideas. He enjoys risk taking and takes great
pride in the success that comes through it. He
says to go into business, one needs to see the
opportunity that risk-taking entails, and not
frightened by it. Business is never without
risks. Agility and decisiveness are qualities
that he sees as absolute necessity in business.
As an example, he mentioned Digicor's earlier
failed attempt to trade in RAM memory chips.
RAM chips had by then become a commodity
with very large turnovers, and appears to be
very attractive. However, the price volatiliy of
RAM was so severe, that quite often while the
chips are still in transit on a plane, the prices
would have dropped so sharply that by
arrival, they are already massively overpriced.
After six months of losses, Digicor took a
decisive step to dump this line of business.

Yuhang attributes the success of his business
to the following factors: a niche strategy,
efficient management based on modern
systems rather than the traditional family
relationships, and selecting the right people
for the business. At the start, a very detailed
business plan and the ability to adapt and
change were key factors to the survival of the
business during its difficult infant days.
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Jack Liu (X]%), Director, Dragon (China) Tours & Travel

Jack Liu comes from the city of Yangzhou of
Province Jiangsu. Jack had a life-long interest
in travel and tourism. In 1977, he enrolled
into Jiangsu School of Tourism, which was
the first tertiary college to offer tourism-
related education. After graduation in 1979,
Jack joined Jiangsu branch of the then
fledgling China Travel Group ([ ik474t). It
was a time when China was still recovering
from the disasters of Cultural Revolution, and
only few people could have foreseen the
dramatic growth that was to come in the
following 20 years for the tourism industry in
China. Jack was fortunate in that his instincts
told him that this was an industry with a
great future, and he stayed in the industry
and with China Travel Group, at a time when
many people were seeking to work in often
foreign owned manufacturing companies.

After working with China Travel Group for
nearly 10 years, Jack came to Australia in
1989 in search of new opportunities. After
one year of language school preparation, he
enrolled into Victoria University of Technology
to broaden his skills by studying for a Master
of Tourism Development degree. Armed with
his newly gained knowledge of modern
management, he started preparing for his
own tourism business. In 1995, Dragon
(China) Tours & Travel started trading. At the
time, the company employees consisted only
of Jack and his assistant. The main business
lines that Dragon engaged in were: airline
ticketing services, hotel booking, travel
insurance etc. It offered both travel services
to China and within Australia.

Soon Jack discovered that the China travel
businesses operated by Chinese Australians
mainly targeted the ethnic Chinese travel
market, and the segment was crowded,
highly price-competitive and low-margin. He
decided to swim against the tide, and
targeted the mainstream Australian travel
market instead. His rationale was that his
company has a unique advantage in the
China-bound travel market, in that he has
better knowledge of the destinations, through
his long association with the China Travel
Group, than most other mainstream
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operators, while through Jack’s study, he also
has very good knowledge of the consumer
market in Australia. This is in contrast to the
advantages of many mainstream operators
whose knowledge of the destination market is
relatively coarse. Jack quickly developed a
niche market in travel wholesale where his
company creates tour packages that are sold
through other travel agencies. Individual
travellers are also targeted, often using mass
media advertising. Group tours are sold to
organisations such as associations, clubs,
companies etc. To ensure high levels of
service quality, Jack developed strong
business relationships with Chinese operators,
who would look after his guests in China.

Jack says while a position in the mainstream
travel market is harder to establish, requires
greater investments, and generally has
higher cost to service, it has far greater
potential to grow. To maintain a strong
presence in the mainstream market, Dragon
put a strategy in place based on “best price,
best quality and more”. The main aim of this
strategy is to attract repeat customers. In
this strategy, Dragon has had great success.
The large pool of loyal repeat customers now
often brings in many new customers through
word of mouth. The quality of service
principle is also shown in additional
assistance provided to guests of Dragon,
such as creating computer disks from travel
videos and photos for the guests.

Jack’s summarises his business experience
philosophically. He says that to be a good
man, he values honesty. To be good at
profession, he values tenacity and attention
to detail. To be good at business, he values
flexibility and the ability to recognise and
capture opportunities. Today, Dragon already
employs five people, and is still looking for
further growth. His successful business career
is one of the great learning experience.
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Floorl, 48 Main St
Box Hill VIC 3128
Tel: 9890 6388
Fax: 9890 7688
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William Zhang

Factory 8,
54 Howleys Road,
Notting Hill, Vic 3168

Tel: 9544 3230
Fax: 9544 3237




» One Stop
P Services

Financial Planning
== =

. Retirement Planning

. Investment Planning

. Superannuation & Strategies

. Self Managed Superannuation
. Centrelink Information

. Rollovers & Lump Sum Advices
. Broad Representation of Major
Fund Managers & Life Companies

U o=

~

Tel: 03 9896 7788
Fax: 03 9896 7780
Email: peter.zhu@ampfp.com.au

Peter Zhu & Associates

PETER K ZF] RIESREIEZHPT

Bl =

laxation and Accounting

Business Accountants

Specialistin Taxation, CGT, Rollover Relief ...
International Business Advisory

All Entities Establishments,

Accounting and Taxation.

5. Specialised in Representa-

tion, liaison of Taxation

matters to ATO @
6.  Structure & Acquisition-+-
7. Computerized Accounting

Implementation

Certified Practising Accountant

CPA % Certified Financial Planner

CFP

21 Ellingworth Parade
Jox Hill Vie 3128
Office Hours: 9:00am To 5:30pm, Manday To Friday
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Tel:  (H) 9899 3569
(M) 0413 498 800
X Doncaster

I"v' I "]‘I PIJ

PEC PHOTOVISION

CPCA & BALFEH
Film Processing

$6.00
$9.00

24 exposures
36 exposures

520 Centre Road,
BENTLEIGH 3204
Tel: 9557 0077
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THIS OFFER MAY BE WORTH
$14,000 TO $20,000 TO YOU!

THIS IS A SPECIAL OFFER TO MEMBERS OF THE CHINESE
PROFESSIONAL CLUB OF AUSTRALIA FROM CENTRAL
EQUITY, THE LEADER IN MELBOURNE CITY LIVING

OFFER: A FULL FURNITURE PACKAGE AT NO CHARGE INCLUDED WITH THE
PURCHASE OF A CENTRAL EQUITY APARTMENT AT ‘SOUTHBANK CENTRAL’
PURCHASED BEFORE 5PM ON 31ST MARCH, 2003

To take advantage of this offer It requires your urgent conslderation otherwise you will miss out.

Melbourne Short Stay Apartments {(a subsldlary of the Central Equity Group of Companles)
provides fully furnished lwwurlous serviced apartments predominantly for the executtve and
corporate market.

The Management of Central Equity requires a limited number of apartments in the final
stage of "Southbank Central’ to be Induded In thelr Melbourne Short Stay Apartments
portfallo. Each Short Stay Apartment purchaser Is glven a lease backed by Central Equity
for 12 months, and is required to include in the apartment purchase a furniture package, ¢ N R
valued from $14,000 to $20,000 depending on the apartment size. "5 |0

This 1s a strictly limited offer so we encourage you to contact us now to discuss the full .F
detalls for thls exclting Inwestor offer from Central Equity. :

To make an appoiniment, phone Senior Property Consultant and fellow member of CPCA
Ming Shan on {m) 0419 031 080 or (03) 9600 1111

J@#ﬂ_

YR R AT K 48 o ] o e3) ofo Tl
Kind regards 'ﬂ <
@1@% !é a5

Charles Griffin /
General Manager

* You must present this advertisement for your eligibility to receive our CPCA Special
Offer of a complete furniture package for your Southbank Central apartment purchased
before the 31/3/2003 at NO CHARGE and to be Included In Central Equity Melbourne Short
Stay Apartments offer.

This offer is not to be taken in conjunction with
any other offer and only one letter of offer may
be used for each apartment purchased.

Central Equity Group » The Leader in Melbourne City Living

www.centralequity.com.au

Yy
L
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e CPCA Bzt B!
2 CPCA 8 F—EE!

BEREDTT

J. LEl & CO. BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS

foiik. Suite 506, Level 5 (5 #& 506 =) 89 High Street, Kew 3101
5. (03) 9855 1388 @S, (03) 9855 1398 Fi#. 0413 719 668

A—ZE A 9:30 am - 5:00 pm (FB¥EK)

# CPCA dF471/u. %A/

BEa!!!

o 4%, 69 i o ] MM R R

169 Middleborough Road
Box Hill South, Vic 3128

&, /4 .° (03) 9890 1680
F#u: Joe Wang 0408 120 242
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All Table Snoris

Billiards, Table Tennis, Air Hockey, Table Soccer

Australian largest game’s room product warehouse

/f » "
Unconditional

Members

N

10% Off for CPCA

g

24

Tel: 95531418

10-10A Trent St. Moorabbin. VIC.3189
E-mail:alltablesports@hotmail. com
Contact: Edward Hao
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Saturdaw maich 1,

Homic
Hew Application

Member Login

SITE MAF | COMTACTUS

Welcome to CPCA Melboume Website

Chinaze Frofessionals Club of Australia, Ine. (CRCA) is a non-profit, nor-palitical organisation
incorparated in Victona (January 1993) and New South Wales (December 1335). The members of
CPCA are professionals of Chinese background with at least 2 tediary gualification. & high
propotion of our members have Doctorate Degrees obiained fram aniversties around the world, Our
mamhbers have made many contributions 1o the society in science and engineering, sducstion, [T
and {elzcommunication, ecanomics, management, etc.

The objectives of CRCA ara to promate social connectians and professianal intaractions amongst
our members, and to facilitate academic exchange and business cooperation between Aostralian
and Chinese omganisations and individuals. In addition fo organising various social funclions and
providing semices to our memhbers, CPGA also senices local communities and was a ecipient of
the "2001 Intemstional Year of Yoluntesrs® Award from the Fedaral Govermmeant of Australis.

HOWE | 2ITE MAP | FRIVWACY POLICY | TERM OF SERVICE
Designed by: Hie Hua Yeng, U ¥iz & He Huang
Managed and maintainzd byv: Has Shi& Ceming Shu
SI0IFCPCA I,
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